
 

 

PressRelease  

          Brussels, 18 July 2013 

European Commission urged to release the EU Forest Strategy 

 

European forest related organisations are seriously concerned  that the European 
Commission has delayed publishing the new EU Forest Strategy. The European Commission 
is overlooking the importance of forests and forestry in EU policy by postponing publication of 
the Strategy, even though forests represent 40% of land use in Europe. 
 
“The clock is ticking. Further delay in proposing a coherent approach on Europe’s forests can 
only lead to more fragmented and possibly contradictory decisions”, said Juha Hakkarainen, 
Chairman of the EU Advisory Group on Forestry and Cork. 
 
Indeed it seems that the European Commission is hesitant in embracing a consistent and 
coherent approach on forests and forestry. The Advisory Group on Forestry and Cork, as 
well as Member States representatives (via the Standing Forestry Committee), recently 
urged the Commission to overcome the last obstacles and to release the Strategy so that it 
can be examined by the European Parliament and the EU Council. But no action has been 
taken. 
 
The expected European Commission Communication on a new EU Forest Strategy would 
update and replace the existing Forestry Strategy which dates back to 1998. It would take 
into account the new challenges for forests and forestry policy in reference to climate 
change, renewable energy, biodiversity, resource efficiency and the green economy and 
establish a coherent framework with other policy areas. Moreover, the new Strategy would 
be based on the concept of sustainable forest management and the mutlifunctional role of 
forests.  
 

#END# 

For more information, please contact: 

Philip Buisseret at philip.buisseret@cei-bois.org mobile +32 484468800 

Wendelin von Gravenreuth at Wendelin.gravenreuth@cepf-eu.org mobile: +32 474807172 
Daniela Haiduc at d.haiduc@cepi.org mobile: +32 473562936 
Amanda Cheesley at Amanda.Cheesley@copa-cogeca.eu mobile +32 474840836 

Harald Mauser at harald.mauser@efi.int mobile +32 474180057 
Piotr Borkowski at piotr.borkowski@eustafor.eu mobile +32 474989319 
Ignacio de la Flor at ignacio@fern.org mobile: +32 484078154 
 

Note to the Editor 
 
EU Forestry Strategy http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/fore/forestry_strategy_en.htm  
 
CEI-Bois aisbl - European Confederation of woodworking industries 
Website:  http://www.cei-bois.org/ info@cei-bois.org 
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CEPF- Confederation of European Forest Owners 
Website: www.cepf-eu.org office@cepf-eu.org 
 
CEPI aisbl - The Confederation of European Paper Industries  
Website: http://www.cepi.org/   mail@cepi.org 
 
COPA-COGECA - European Farmers European Agri-Cooperatives 
Website: http://www.copa-cogeca.eu mail@copa-cogeca.eu 
 
EFI – European Forest Institute 
Website: http://www.efi.int/ harald.mauser@efi.int 
 
ELO - European Landowners’ Organization 
Website: http://www.europeanlandowners.org/ forest@elo.org 
 
EUSTAFOR - European State Forest Association 
Website: www.eustafor.eu office@eustafor.eu 
 
FERN 
Website: www.fern.org                                                                              
 
USSE - Unión de Silvicultores del Sur de Europa 
Website: http://www.usse.es use@usse.es 
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